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The Illinois School Psychology Internship Consortium (ISPIC) is sponsored by and partially funded by the four Illinois doctoral granting universities including Illinois State University, Loyola University, Northern Illinois University, and The Chicago School of Professional Psychology. In addition, Colleague Institutions may choose annually to contribute to the financial well-being of the organization.  Applicants to the consortium enrolled in these universities will not be given preferential treatment by any of the Partnering Sites. Rather, all applications are judged based on their qualifications.  The Governing Board has chosen not to reserve "captured sites" for in-state students believing that drawing competitive applicants from other states will cause in-state universities to refine and improve their own training programs.   In addition, many in-state students continue to seek out-of-state internships. Drawing applicants from other states to Illinois ensures growth in the quantity of professional psychologists as well as cross-fertilization from interaction with students from other programs.  Despite the challenges inherent in relocating, on average, fifty percent of ISPIC classes are from out of state, and the Partnering Sites are pleased to have interns from all over the country.  ISPIC has developed a written policy describing safeguards for out-of-state applicants to assure them that their applications are welcome and valued and that the recruitment process occurs in a manner that does not place them at a disadvantage.

Each fall, the in-state universities host a workshop for their students.  The Training Director talks with the students and their faculty advisors about opportunities available within ISPIC, any changes that have occurred over the year, and the application process. She answers specific questions about experiences available in different settings.  Students from out-of-state programs also frequently contact the Training Director with similar questions. In addition, several graduates are available to all applicants by e-mail to candidly field questions.

ISPIC's Central Office and the Training Director reside at the Psychological Services Center on the campus of Illinois State University.  It is understood that the Training Director is not involved in any ranking decision for any site other than the Psychological Services Center and will not provide letters of recommendation for students to Training Supervisors.  

Many of ISPIC's Partnering Sites also provide field placement and practicum opportunities to students in the in-state university programs.  Although relationships form that may increase the interest of both Training Supervisors and students, students are free, with the permission of their faculty advisors,

to apply to these sites.  Training Supervisors commit to abiding by all APPIC guidelines, which include no informal discussions or agreements regarding ranking the student in the national match.

In state students and their faculty supervisors understand that no student is guaranteed a match.  Most Training Supervisors, however, choose to interview and rank most in-state applicants because they are more likely to fill all their positions.  For practical reasons, some in-state applicants are interviewed on site rather than at Interview Day; applicants selected for on-site interviews are no more or less desirable than those who are not. University faculty members from sponsoring Illinois institutions and Colleague Institutions, including the Training Director, will not initiate informal contact with supervisors or administrators of Partnering Sites on behalf of a student.  References identified by the applicant will send formal letters of recommendation and are free to respond to additional questions posed by the professionals receiving them. In the event that an in-state student is unmatched in both phases of the match, university faculty are released from this agreement and free to openly advocate for their student in the post-match process.
