Kevin R. Meyer

Teaching Evaluations at Ohio University

I. Grade Distribution


A. COMS 342 Communication and Persuasion

Taught and evaluated 4 sections of COMS 342 Communication and Persuasion (94 

students) that compiled a composite grade point average of 2.90, on a 4.00 scale.
B. COMS 315 Advanced Argument and Debate

Taught and evaluated 1 section of COMS 315 Advanced Argument and Debate (21 

students) that compiled a composite grade point average of 3.21, on a 4.00 scale.
C. COMS 235 Introduction to Communication Theory

Taught and evaluated 2 sections of COMS 235 Introduction to Communication Theory 
(53 students) that compiled a composite grade point average of 3.00, on a 4.00 scale.

D. COMS 215 Argumentative Analysis and Advocacy

Taught and evaluated 3 sections of COMS 215 Argumentative Analysis and Advocacy 
(67 students) that compiled a composite grade point average of 3.12, on a 4.00 scale.

E. COMS 205 Techniques of Group Discussion

Taught and evaluated 3 sections of COMS 205 Techniques of Group Discussion (74 

students) that compiled a composite grade point average of 3.45, on a 4.00 scale.

F. COMS 103 Fundamentals of Public Speaking

Taught and evaluated 7 sections of COMS 103 Fundamentals of Public Speaking 

(156 students) that compiled a composite grade point average of 2.90, on a 4.00 scale.

G. COMS 101 Fundamentals of Human Communication


Taught and evaluated 3 sections of COMS 101 Fundamentals of Human Communication


(74 students, including 31 students from Chubu University in Japan) that compiled a 

composite grade point average of 2.72, on a 4.00 scale.
II. Student Ratings of Teaching Performance

A. Quantitative Evaluations

COMS 342 Communication and Persuasion
	Quarter
	Instructor
	Instruction
	Experience

	
	Meyer
	School
	Meyer
	School
	Meyer
	School

	Fall 2007
	4.37
	n/a
	4.11
	n/a
	4.14
	n/a

	Spring 2008
	4.05
	n/a
	3.19
	n/a
	3.35
	n/a

	Winter 2009
	4.30
	n/a
	3.93
	n/a
	3.98
	n/a

	Totals
	4.26
	n/a
	3.81
	n/a
	3.87
	n/a


Note. Based on a 5-point Likert scale. School averages are not available for COMS 342.


COMS 235 Introduction to Communication Theory
	Quarter
	Instructor
	Instruction
	Experience

	
	Meyer
	School
	Meyer
	School
	Meyer
	School

	Spring 2007
	3.68
	n/a
	3.21
	n/a
	3.56
	n/a

	Fall 2008
	4.70
	n/a
	4.51
	n/a
	4.50
	n/a

	Totals
	4.19
	n/a
	3.86
	n/a
	4.03
	n/a


Note. Based on a 5-point Likert scale. School averages are not available for COMS 235.


COMS 215 Argumentative Analysis and Advocacy
	Quarter
	Instructor
	Instruction
	Experience

	
	Meyer
	School
	Meyer
	School
	Meyer
	School

	Spring 2007
	3.47
	n/a
	2.97
	n/a
	3.68
	n/a

	Winter 2008
	4.50
	n/a
	4.11
	n/a
	4.24
	n/a

	Fall 2008
	4.47
	n/a
	4.25
	n/a
	4.42
	n/a

	Totals
	4.15
	n/a
	3.78
	n/a
	4.11
	n/a


Note. Based on a 5-point Likert scale. School averages are not available for COMS 215.

COMS 205 Techniques of Group Discussion
	Quarter
	Instructor
	Instruction
	Experience

	
	Meyer
	School
	Meyer
	School
	Meyer
	School

	Fall 2006
	4.28
	n/a
	4.14
	n/a
	4.00
	n/a

	Winter 2007
	4.34
	n/a
	4.08
	n/a
	3.88
	n/a

	Totals
	4.30
	n/a
	4.12
	n/a
	3.96
	n/a


Note. Based on a 5-point Likert scale. School averages are not available for COMS 205.

COMS 103 Fundamentals of Public Speaking

	Quarter
	Instructor
	Instruction
	Experience

	
	Meyer
	School
	Meyer
	School
	Meyer
	School

	Fall 2005
	3.67
	4.11
	3.38
	3.74
	3.25
	3.53

	Winter 2006
	4.02
	4.19
	3.56
	3.84
	3.35
	3.53

	Spring 2006
	4.58
	4.18
	4.09
	3.81
	3.78
	3.48

	Winter 2007
	4.20
	4.17
	3.62
	3.84
	3.84
	3.83

	Totals
	4.11
	4.16
	3.67
	3.80
	3.51
	3.56


Note. Based on a 5-point Likert scale. The averages in the Experience category for COMS 103 mistakenly included item #25 from the student evaluation form, which asked for the student’s year in school.
COMS 101 Fundamentals of Human Communication
	Quarter
	Instructor
	Instruction
	Experience

	
	Meyer
	School
	Meyer
	School
	Meyer
	School

	Summer 2006
	?
	n/a
	?
	n/a
	?
	n/a

	Summer 2007
	4.35
	n/a
	3.94
	n/a
	3.53
	n/a

	Summer 2008
	4.61
	n/a
	4.00
	n/a
	3.88
	n/a

	Totals
	4.47
	n/a
	3.96
	n/a
	3.69
	n/a


Note. Based on a 5-point Likert scale. The quantitative teaching evaluations from my Summer 2006 COMS 101 class were never returned to me. School averages are not available for COMS 101.
B. Sample Qualitative Evaluations for COMS 342 Communication and Persuasion

What did you gain from this class and this instruction?

I gained a lot of information from this class. I know how to use persuasion and persuasion theories and apply them to my life. By far my favorite COMS class, very interesting!
I gained knowledge on the course topic and engaged more freely in class discussion than in other classes.

I learned how to research materials (good/credible sources). I learned how to apply these sources in papers.

I gained great knowledge in the area of persuasion and techniques, theories, and influences. Also, how to apply them in real life situations.
I learned so much from this class. I really enjoyed the instructor as well as the content! Kevin made the material interesting and fun to learn about.
He helped me become a better writer and I learned how to do APA citations.

The basics of persuasion, as well as implementing information from the course to common life situations.

I gained the knowledge of many persuasive vocabulary and terms that I did not know before. I also learned the theories more in-depth (even after taking COMS 235).

I learned many new theories and how they can relate to me in everyday life. I never really understood how much of an influence persuasion has on one’s decisions until now.
I gained organization skills due to having to be on-task for this class due to the daily quizzes and papers.

I gained many communication skills and a new way of thinking.

This class- as draining, hard, stressful, and insane as it was- was awesome. You helped me to see so many different sides to theories and it was great!

I gained a better knowledge about APA formatting and how to correctly write a paper this way.

The class made me think about things differently than I usually would.

I gained from this class a better understanding of persuasion. The instruction taught me how to understand and interpret theories.

I learned theories for communication that I had previously not been exposed to. I feel I have gained a thorough grasp of persuasion and the theories that support it.

I did well in this course because he was so organized it made me be organized. I learned a lot and the PowerPoints weren’t as boring as most.

I learned many concepts and the instructor was very knowledgeable on the subject matter. He did explain things a little too much and for too long.

It was interesting to learn about the information regarding persuasion and that was helpful for everyday life.

I gained a knowledge of persuasion through theories and concepts. The instructor was knowledgeable and truly cared about the course and the students. The instructor helped me learn a great amount. Quizzes were fine and helped me learn.

I learned a lot about the information that was taught in this course. I realized in preparing for the final that I knew a lot of the information.

What recommendations do you have for improving the content of the course and its 

materials?
None, the quizzes were very helpful to help me gain the knowledge as well as points. Keep doing the small quizzes.

I think everything was done really well. I liked the quizzes and the in-class activities.

Go slower through PowerPoints.

None, the class flowed well, was helpful, well-planned and organized, and fun.

Maybe do more group work instead of one of the papers (do a group project).

Daily quizzes were more like essay tests but if it wasn’t for those I probably wouldn’t do any work.

More videos; videos help me put a message to a theory.

I didn’t like how strict the grading was over the APA format.

Less emphasis on definitions.

I think it would be extremely beneficial to do more activities, especially when so much vocabulary is involved.

I would suggest going over less theories and covering more information of the specific theories we do go over.
More discussions.
I like the quizzes over each chapter as well as the Powerpoints, but I do not think it is necessary to have a big comprehensive final when already going through all material.
I enjoyed the Perloff text. I was also grateful that the supplemental readings were short and to the point. I have no recommendations for improvement.

The content is very intense. We had quizzes everyday and still had a final with a 7-page study guide- cut one or the other out.

I think that Kevin should drop a quiz. We take a quiz almost every class, and I think that maybe the lowest grade should be dropped.

Narrow down the information so the important aspects are taught thoroughly.

The attendance policy needs to be changed. It is my money that I am paying for my education and if I don’t want to go to class then I accept the consequences and should not be further punished by taking 10% off for each day absent.

What recommendations do you have for improving the instruction of the course?


None. Good teacher who gives very clear and specific instructions and expectations.

None! He was really enthusiastic about teaching. He made sure that we retained most if not all the information from the books and lectures. I wish he could read this: you are the most enthusiastic and understanding professors I have had in a long time; because of you I have learned not every teacher is unapproachable.

Kevin was very helpful and knowledgeable. He did a very good job in instructing the course!

Maybe do more activities in class, not so much note taking. Can get very, very boring at times. But it was a great class, and learned a lot from it.

Going over things too many times, like we are 5 year olds. But, overall a great class and a great instructor!

Talk slower while doing Powerpoints.

None, the instructor was fun, organized, helpful, well-prepared, and fair.

Do more interactive/group things.

I enjoyed the class and thought Kevin Meyer was an intelligent and friendly instructor.

The PowerPoints confused me, I felt there was too much wording on each slide. Other than that you were very helpful and always there when needed help/easily available. 

Meyer was fine just the way he was.


Kevin is awesome, and really cares about his students and their grades.

Spread information out so that it is not a million things to know at one time.


Please try to get paper back sooner. I appreciated your enthusiasm for the material.

The instructor was very enthusiastic and knowledgeable about the content.


Go a little slower on slides, but you have done a fantastic with distributing your time!

Go over the supplemental readings more. Other than that, very clear, thorough, and consistent.

Although the PowerPoints were informative, I would shorten them and increase group discussion. I would also add more class activities.

Work piles up towards end- even it out more throughout the quarter.

Drop the lowest quiz grade.

I really liked the instruction of the course.

Challenge us more with tougher questions in class. Overall, I didn’t have any problems with the class.

It was a solid class; just a bit too much sometimes.

I think it is a good class.

C. Sample Qualitative Evaluations for COMS 235 Introduction to Communication 
Theory

What did you gain from this class and this instruction?

It really opened my eyes to multiple perspectives and opinions of communication. Helped me form my own opinions by either confirming or rejecting others’ ideas/beliefs.

I gained the skill to speak and participate actively in class. I didn’t do that much before, but discussions were crucial to class and this style enabled me to learn better.

This class was very useful to me. I learned a lot and I know I will use what I learned in the future. Understanding different theories is helpful.

I gained more knowledge on communication theories and the reasons why people communicate the way that they do. It also allowed me to think more critically and apply the theories to my experiences.

A very interesting outlook on communication! I have learned many theories that I can pertain to my life/communication skills.

All the discussions helped me learn the material more clearly, as well as the reading handouts.

I appreciated the detailed feedback on all of the papers, because I definitely increased my writing skills.
A lot of information about theories and background knowledge I can take with me to other COMS classes.
I liked the course; it was a lot of new information that will be applicable in other courses and later. It was a lot of work but it is worth it. I learned how to critique and evaluate theories and apply them in my major.

I improved my writing skills very much because of the tough grading on papers.

I gained a lot of information about theories.

I learn best through writing and I think that giving students a mixture of tests and papers creates a good learning environment.

I gained a simple knowledge of communication theory, how to write better papers.

A basis of knowledge for communication theories as well as a more elaborate approach to presenting a theory review.

I learned a lot, especially about specific theories. Challenging course, but I enjoyed it.

I learned a lot about different theories that I didn’t know about before.

I didn’t have prior knowledge of theory, so now I have a good base.

What recommendations do you have for improving the content of the course and its 

materials?
None. I really liked the class. I’ve never had an entire course based on group discussion like this class, but I found it to be really helpful.

None, highly enjoyed the group discussion circles we had.

I enjoyed the theorist coming to speak in class, more first-hand experience would be nice.

The class was difficult but the content of the material was explained well and understood by me.

It was A LOT of reading but manageable and educational.

The handouts were useful, but maybe put in simpler terms.

Maybe some slides for harder theories.

I liked how you improved the course halfway through by putting printouts on Blackboard that we could follow along with during class.

More group activities in class will help students to remember content.

Overall, I thought the course was good. It is a lot of reading which is okay, but a few readings didn’t seem that relevant and were too vague to be that useful.

The study guides helped but could be in more detail, and the class handouts helped also.

Way too much to know for each test.

Overall the teacher was enthusiastic and knowledgeable…tried really hard. It’s nice to see a teacher actually trying and meeting the students’ needs at Ohio University for a change.

The content needs to be more spread out and the second exam should not contain that much information.

The exams included too many details versus a broad scope of concepts; it’s an intro to theory, not advanced.

It is a lot of content for a 10 week class; it should be broken down.

Since there was so much material on each test, maybe breakdown exams (quiz on material at the end of the week) or 5 or so smaller tests.

Do not use PDFs. It’s too much reading for one course.

What recommendations do you have for improving the instruction of the course?

None. Kevin Meyer is a great instructor. His high expectations of his students pushed me to work really hard, therefore helping me learn more than I would have with any other instructor. I’m thankful I had him for 2 courses this Fall.

None- I really liked the discussion style. I don’t like structured lectures so this was good (
More in-depth handouts or PowerPoints reviewing the main points of the theory.

Kevin did a very good job at teaching this course, he was very good at responding to questions and making sure we understood the material.
Nothing. Kevin is so helpful and clear with material and directions. He’s a great teacher.

Perhaps adding a few more PowerPoints; at times I had trouble with understanding the theories and a PowerPoint would have been more helpful than the notesheets.

I thought the way Kevin taught the course was great- we sat in a circle and had discussions everyday- this is my 2nd time in the class and I learned so much more.

No improvements needed. It challenged me to think critically.

Please have PowerPoints, more study sessions or put things in an easier term so that we can better understand; and allow us to comprehend before you move onto the next subject or statement!


I feel the instructor was enthusiastic for the course.
A few of the readings should be removed, but overall I like the structure of the course and the material we covered.
Just break the material into smaller sections since theories (especially the extensive number we had) can be very difficult to fully understand and learn.

He was a really nice guy, helpful and understanding. Just needs to learn how to explain complex concepts in a way that is easier to understand.

The guided worksheets were good, but eventually I stopped reading and just found the answers to it.

Good job asking what we liked and did not like about the tests.

We spent way too much time discussing what was available on Blackboard and housekeeping at the beginning of each class.

I think that the time management could improve. I felt rushed and also we were trying to learn too much information in a short amount of time.

Keep the handouts and discussions!

D. Sample Qualitative Evaluations for COMS 215 Argumentative Analysis and 
Advocacy

What did you gain from this class and this instruction?

This class was great and the instructor does a phenomenal job at engaging students. I had his class at 8 a.m., and am more engaged at this early hour than in my other (later in the day) classes, because he is such a strong instructor. He was dedicated to ensuring that students have the (all) chance(s) to learn, by giving students many foundations and sources/information from which to draw!

I gained more from this class than almost any other of my classes in English and I am not even part of the school of comms. I feel incredibly better in regards to speaking in front of people and researching.

Meyer gave great examples to make sure everyone understood new material.

Overall, I did enjoy this class. I learned good presentation skills and how to identify fallacies within arguments. I also learned how to better organize and support my arguments.

I gained a lot of knowledge about debate, and also concepts that I can take with me as I continue my education and begin a career. I improved my public speaking skills and also learned how to be a better researcher.

Being away from college for the past three years made it a little difficult for me to pick back up on some things. Kevin explained and took the time to help me; it does show in my grades throughout the quarter.

After experiencing this class I feel more knowledgeable and presentable when delivering speeches and arguments. I think more in-depth with arguments and can formulate my ideas much more clearly. I did not know about the debates in the beginning and I ended up greatly enjoying them. I learned a lot!

I gained valuable argumentation skills as well as useful preparation tools which I will take with me for future courses (i.e., correct paper format, APA citing). I felt I was challenged, too.

I gained the ability to locate resources, form opinions, have supporting evidence for why I believe something, learning other sides to issues, and construct debates. I enjoyed learning to constructively argue.

Better understanding of arguments and how to argue with evidence. How to back-up our viewpoints in papers. Pushed expectations, made me work hard; saw what I could accomplish.

I learned how to improve as a debater and a public speaker in general. I learned the concepts best by the papers in class and class discussion.


I learned how to think on my feet; how to properly formulate arguments.

I gained a better understanding of debating; both the structure of debate, actually debating, and learning how to prepare for a debate. I also gained a better ability for speaking/presenting in front of people.


A better grasp of what debate really is, and how it is run.

This course helped me feel more comfortable while speaking in front of a group of people; helped me to understand how debates work.


I gained good, practical debate and argument skills.

I have gained the knowledge to learn how to set-up a constructive argument with enough support to make a strong argument. By doing this I have also learned how to be an effective listener and find holes in my opponent’s argument.
I improved my speech skills and felt more comfortable giving oral presentations by the end of the quarter.


I gained a lot of experience in debating and public speaking.

Greater ability to identify (and build) strong and weak arguments.

I learned basic concepts about argumentation and fallacies that I can use in other courses. I liked the book a lot.

I gained the ability to locate and access information. I also gained the experience of debating.

I learned a lot from this course. I now know the basics of debates, different examples of faulty logic in argumentation. I also improved my public speaking skills.

I learned how to write papers and essays better. I learned different ways you can argue in your everyday life.

What I gained most from this class was how to effectively debate others as well as how to improve on my speaking when I do a speech.

I learned a great deal about the specific terms in class. I also feel that I am a better speechwriter thanks to this class.

I learned loads about finding credible information. I improved my public speaking skills through the speeches and debates.

I gained public speaking and debate skills. I also improved my ability to locate fallacies.

What recommendations do you have for improving the content of the course and its 

materials?
I thought the course overall was very good and beneficial! He had us start out at an easier level in the persuasive speech, and then increased from individual to team debates. I also thought the papers were useful in reiterating terminology.

Overall, this class was very beneficial to me. If I could change the course in some way, I would increase the explanation on notes. Other than that, I really do not have any tips for improvement.

I really liked the class and learned a lot more than expected.

None. It was very well organized.

Nothing. The course is being taught in a manner that is easy for me to follow and has adequate point opportunities to raise grade.

The class goes so fast and covers so much maybe the content could be lessened or less papers so you can concentrate more on the speeches.

Maybe have a mid-term rather than having all information on just one test.

I believe that doing all the assignments/projects really helped to emphasize the readings.


Need to go over the material that is going to be on the exam more.
For the final, it seems like a lot of information. Maybe go over the study guide earlier and encourage studying for it in the beginning.


More practice in class at debating.

This was an awesome class! I learned a lot about debate and only being on the I.E. side it was really fun switching over!

The argument briefs, peer evaluations, etc. were a bit much at a time. Maybe there is a better way to incorporate all of them without so much pressure to fill everything out. Overall, the course was pretty good!


Get rid of the book. Professor Meyer’s explanations make a lot more sense.


I think the lectures were too long. There could be some more class activities.

Maybe not so many requirements and assignments. Spent more time for this class than my major classes.

I thought this was great and doesn’t need improved.

Possibly put examples of written assignment format on Blackboard. For example, I had no idea how to structure my letter to the editor.

Perhaps an informal debate first.

Less assignments. Maybe one debate and one speech. Four speeches, four papers, and four assignments is a lot for a 10 week course.

What recommendations do you have for improving the instruction of the course?

Nothing, Kevin Meyer is a great teacher and very interesting. He listens to our thoughts and ideas, and was probably my favorite teacher so far at OU.

This is my second course with Kevin, and I really enjoy his method of teaching! 1. Really relates reading back to real life examples (making it easy to understand). 2. Very knowledgeable! Hopefully, I can take another course with you.

I had Kevin for 2 classes this quarter and he did a great job instructing the class. He graded fairly and seemed to really care about the success of his students. He made class interesting which made me care more about coming to class and actually retaining the information.

He’s a difficult grader so maybe explain expectations and ways to improve more clearly. Maybe more group activities too.

Nothing. The instructor was always available for extra help and very clear on explaining course material and assignments.

I thought Mr. Meyer taught the class great. He was very warm and open to all questions and answered e-mails/questions thoroughly and in a timely manner.

None. The class was difficult but I learned a lot.

Not such a large concentration on format of assignments; content should be more important.

If there was just a little more emphasis on the readings in class and a few quizzes, the material may be a little bit easier to use in debates.

None. He did a good job, was helpful and available, was interested in class, and gave good advice.

Further explain debate process and more examples of how a debate should look before the first debate.

Keep the videos and fishbowl discussion. Both were good.

I don’t have any recommendations. I thought he was really good and passionate about what he was teaching.

Don’t teach over our heads. Your enthusiasm sometimes is misconstrued as talking down to us.

Overall, I think you did a very good job at teaching the information. I know I learned a lot from this class.

Have more time for going through the book material, because I learn a lot by discussing material in class.
Less focus on presentation; too much emphasis was based on public speaking and not arguments.

I think there should be more visual aids such as videos to help explain the content in the book.

One recommendation I have is give all the information that we need to know before class starts or at the end instead of telling us in between speeches or debates. It was really distracting.

None. Enjoyed this course. I feel I learned a great deal from it!

Try a bit harder at not spending so much class time on a particular subject, so that we would stay on schedule more.

Spend more time discussing material and less time explaining class assignments.

E. Sample Qualitative Evaluations for COMS 205 Techniques of Group Discussion

What did you gain from this class and this instruction?


I learned about groups and teams and how to effectively be a part of one.


A good understanding of what it takes to participate in a group atmosphere.


A new (better) outlook on group work.

I have gained a better understanding of the necessary communication skills. I have also gained friendships!

I got over my fear of public speaking and this is the first time I have actually participated on a regular basis in a class.

I learned more about working in groups, what I want to use in my classroom and what I don’t.

A lot of the information is related to the field I plan to pursue a master’s degree in. It taught me about group work and how to work together in a long-term group.


I gained the necessary skills to work in a group and make decisions and work cohesively.


I feel more confident talking in groups.

I learned the effective way to interact with group members and how to construct proper group meetings.

This course helped me to realize the importance of communication regardless of what field one goes into. Competent communication is a skill many do not possess.


I gained a deeper understanding of the dynamics of small group communication.


Class activities were fun and were a nice break from routine lecture.

Understanding the really positive aspects of group work; there tends to be such a negative connotation with it.

I had never worked in a group before this class, so this class enabled me to work in a new setting. The interactive style of teaching helped me to pay attention and actively participate. I gained experience working in a group and on my oral communication.


The class was interesting and the instructor obviously enjoyed teaching it.

I feel that my communication skills increased greatly. After this class I feel much more comfortable working in groups. It used to make me nervous before.

I learned a lot about how to change myself from being such a defensive communicator. The class provided me with practical ways to improve my listening skills.

I actually thought this class was going to be boring. But, it actually was nothing like I expected. I enjoyed my group and have five new friends! This class was well organized and for a four-hour class, the teacher made it worth coming. I enjoyed all the activities and participating in every class.

It made me feel a lot more comfortable to work in groups and the group tests gave me more confidence.

What recommendations do you have for improving the content of the course and its 

materials?

You have done a great job, Kev!


Make the study guides worth more points.


Shorter study guides.

The study guides didn’t do much for me. I don’t think they really helped me learn. I think they should be eliminated or shortened.


Group presentations did not help my learning.


Give criteria for paper sooner.

I would cut out the study guide quizzes. They didn’t help me study. I would change the format.

There was a little too much information to absorb and retain all at once for the exams and often I felt like the exam questions were too specific.


Very nice job of instruction.

The content was standard and easy to follow. I think it would have been interesting to go more in-depth into topics such as gender and culture in communication.


Keep up the activities and fun stuff for a four-hour night class.

What recommendations do you have for improving the instruction of the course?


I really enjoyed this class.


None, activities were effective.


Not as much lecture, more media.


More interaction with fishbowl discussions.

No recommendations. The class was taught well and the hands-on experience was great.


Don’t make exam questions have more than one correct answer.

The course is fun, especially for it being four hours long. The group work, interactive activities, and laid-back style of teaching are very effective.


Good class- glad I took it.


I liked that we were in groups the whole time. I got along really well with them.

Mr. Meyer was always very prepared and organized for class. Four hours is a very long time and he did his best to keep us involved.


It was very well taught and easy to follow.


More videos, games! Try to gain more involvement with students.


F. Sample Qualitative Evaluations for COMS 103 Fundamentals of Public Speaking

What did you gain from this class and this instruction?

Confidence in public speaking. Ways to improve. I definitely wouldn’t be near as good of a public speaker without this course or the instruction I had. I have friends in other sections of this class who don’t have near the requirements and strictness that our class had; however, I thought it was a much better class being strict. I really liked the fairness involved with the grading/teaching and I thought our instructor really brought his knowledge to us, even though it was harder.

From this class, I have learned how to become a better speaker in front of an audience. Before this class, when I had to give a presentation I would get very nervous and my face would get red; but, now I don’t blush. I still get nervous but I am more confident.

He was very approachable, always helped.

I enjoyed this class and its atmosphere. I had never taken a public speaking class before and was dreading the class, but overall it was a good experience.


I gained a better knowledge about public speaking and a greater respect for it.

I learned how to get up in front of a group of people who I was not familiar with. By doing this I now feel a little more comfortable with speaking in front of a crowd.

I learned how to research in the library because this was the first time all year that I needed to use the library. I also could see myself using the outline method for my speeches in the future.


I was able to work on my communication skills with my fellow peers.


I gained a sense of where I am with my public speaking skills, but also improved them.

This class was very informative. I really learned what it was like to be the teacher or instructor up in front of a class.

I had no idea how to organize and create a speech. I had to do presentations in high school and didn’t know how to present information properly, but now I do. I think that this will help greatly.

This class helped me to be more comfortable in front of an audience. It also helped me learn how to use APA style citation and made me a better researcher.


A new respect for research and work ethic.

I was able to gain the ability to speak in front of a group of people in an organized, coherent fashion. Before I just talked and ranted.

I always thought I’d be horrible at public speaking. This class taught me that I’m actually pretty good at it. I learned that it is easier because everyone starts out on the same level. People say other COMS 103 sections are easier/less strict, but I feel that we are better prepared.

I really do feel that I have a better grasp on speaking in public. I feel a lot more confident in front of groups than I did at the beginning of this course.

I gained experience with giving speeches and doing research. I used to be real nervous about public speaking; I’m not so much anymore.

Slowly but surely, I’m gaining more confidence when giving my speeches.


What recommendations do you have for improving the content of the course and its 

materials?
I recommend more time in class going over the format of a full content outline, and I also feel that peer review sessions and work days in class for each speech would benefit students greatly.

I guess nothing. I thought discussions were helpful and the group activities were really enjoyable and informative- especially the critical thinking ones.


Grade more fairly if it is a 103 class; several of the other instructors weren’t as hard.


More movies of speeches because I really enjoyed the Obama speech.

Maybe including a “practice” speech where the instructor interjects and provides real-time feedback at the start of the quarter using a pre-prepared speech or notecards. This way, students could be more aware of speaking expectations and have a chance to put them into practice with no grade risk.

I would like the rough drafts for our speeches to count for more points and I would like the instructor to spend more time on this to give us better feedback.

I think the rules about sources are too strict; we should be allowed to use credible Internet sources on all speeches.

I would spend more time on what will be on the quizzes. Maybe a study guide.

For the first speech, maybe a little more time to get feedback in class (in preparation) so people aren’t as nervous.

Keep up the in-class activities. They made the class less boring and help to apply knowledge.


What recommendations do you have for improving the instruction of the course?

I thought that you were very enthusiastic and showed real passion for the course. You kept things interesting and I enjoyed the course a lot. I thought that your grading was at times lenient, but very strict at others. Overall good.

The instruction was good and he was always available for help both in and out of the classroom. Several times, I sent him e-mails about my speech. They were always answered within a few hours, with a very helpful response. I think that’s very important in a class like this because a lot of students feel nervous about speaking in public.

I thought the instruction of the course was really good. I thought he was a good teacher and felt like he knew what he was talking about. Made the class interesting. The group projects were helpful.

None! My teacher was excellent and very well organized. He made everyone feel well prepared and comfortable to speak in public. I really enjoyed my teacher’s teaching patterns.

He did a good job and did things the way it should be done. You might want to evaluate the other teachers of this course though. Friends of mine told me how easy and thoughtless their instructors were, so coming into this class I thought it would be a joke. Kevin made it very challenging.


Slow down on notes.

Nothing; our instructor was very dedicated to us and to our learning. He spent a lot of time helping us individually and showed a great enthusiasm for the subject. His comments were very helpful. And, again, I feel as if I wouldn’t be as good of a public speaker without him or this class.


Kevin was a good instructor who is highly motivated and I enjoyed him as a teacher.

Sometimes I felt like you were talking to us like we were idiots. We are of age to take instructions and responsibility to check Blackboard. It is nice of you to remind us but sometimes it was too much.


Maybe go over mock representations of different pieces of work to be handed in.

I think the instructor needs to be more fair in grading. I know of other classes where people made up their speeches an hour before class and got high A’s, but I worked hard days before and could not pull an A on my speeches.

Sometimes the grading is a little harsh- time constraints were very hard to meet. We should not be penalized so harshly for going over on time.

Use more time to go over text and more one-on-one help with students on speeches.

He made it relevant to everyone in the room. Never a dull moment.

You’re doing great! Grades are strict, but I know it’s necessary.

The directions for the speeches are good, but at first it is all very overwhelming.

Spend more time on chapters and less on activities. Look more at our rough drafts.

G. Sample Qualitative Evaluations for COMS 101 Fundamentals of Human 
Communication

What did you gain from this class and this instruction?

I learned a great deal about communication and how to improve my communication skills.

A great international experience.


Learned to communicate with students from other countries.


Learned more about myself and another culture.

I gained a better knowledge of communication skills that I know I will be able to use in the workplace in my future.


I truly enjoyed working with the Chubu University students.

I learned how to communicate more effectively across cultures. Also, how I can use various concepts and apply them to my job someday.
I learned a lot about group communication and intercultural communication- especially with the Chubu students.

I definitely have become a better communicator- especially interculturally.

I learned more cultural sensitivity and how to more effectively communicate with people who aren’t native English speakers. I also learned a lot about true Japanese culture.

I think this class will benefit me in the future.

A thorough understanding of how to communicate in intercultural groups. How to better understand the viewpoint/perspective of others.

I gained a better understanding of Japanese culture.

This class was very useful not just for credit, but also everyday situations. A lot of the topics dealt with more than one class.

Gained experience in dealing with group communication and cultural contexts.

I learned how to interculturally communicate.

I gained the ability to think more interculturally rather than ethnoculturally. Also, thinking more critically about communication.

I learned how to communicate more effectively, especially with other cultures.

I gained a better understanding of what communication really is.

Real world interaction with non-native speakers.

I learned about effective intercultural communication and a lot of patience.

I gained experience in dealing with another culture.

I learned about importance of communication, how to communicate with foreigner, and professional things of communication.

I could learn about human communication. It is very difficult. But, this class tell me how do I communicate between different cultures.

What recommendations do you have for improving the content of the course and its 

materials?
I particularly appreciated the fact that not everything was included in the PowerPoint presentations because it increased the incentive to read the textbook, which some students might have neglected to do otherwise.

Slow down and explain more.

Don’t go in so much detail about simple things such as test questions and vocabulary words. Although I know a lot of it was for Japanese students.


More projects or more in-depth activities.

Everything was great! Some things were explained almost too thoroughly, but that is not a bad thing for most people.

Really enjoyed the examples given in class, video clips, and visual images.

Provide a study guide if students want one. Not for points. Just as a learning tool.

Continue using media, such as video clips and other outside information other than PowerPoint.

The presentation should be shorter if its 25 points. But, I think it is important to do.

Why communication is important was good to learn.

What recommendations do you have for improving the instruction of the course?

The only suggestion I could make would be limiting the time devoted to in-class group activities (not presentation preparation). This may not be true for other groups, but I found that usually my group did not require the amount of time provided. Our activity would then turn to joking around and other non-related things. (This may, of course, have been intentional as it allowed the Chubu and Ohio University students to interact more on a personal level. If so, I stand corrected!). Overall, a great class!

More time spent on explanation of material, less time on application of course material.

I enjoyed the course and the order of the material. PowerPoint is the way to go. I’m glad that you gave us the slides and blanked some spaces for us to fill in. This way we had an idea that the blanks were maybe a little more important.

Focus more on groups, rather than PowerPoint information.

Nothing. You’re a great teacher.

More study guides and chances to gain more points through homework or participation.

Explaining why the presentation is so few points beforehand would ease some frustrations I had while putting it together.

PowerPoint and group work was good.
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