The French ¢ is very different from the English r. The English ris pronounced by placing the
tongue in the middie and toward the front of the mouth. The French r is prenounced in the throat.
You have seen that an -er at the end of a word is usually prorounced -ay, as in the English
word way, but without the glide sound.

chanter manger expliguer aimer

In most other cases, the French r has a very different sound. Pranunciation of the French
¢ varies according to its position in a word. Note the different ways the r is pranounced in
these words.

tiviére littérature ordinateur devoir

If an r falls between two vowels or before a vowel, it is pronounced with slightly more friction.
rare garage rose )

An ¢ sound before a consonant or at the end of a word is proncunced with slightly less friction.
bourse

Quand le renard
préche, gare
aux oies.?

Qui ne risque
rien n’a rien.’
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