The subjunctive explained / le subjonctif expliqué
---in (some) impersonal phrases: "It is important that she be there before closing!"

"I suggest that you *be* careful around ducks, John. It's important that one *keep* their eyes covered
whenever being swarmed by ducks. I submit to you that a duck *need* not have committed any crime to
be hanged."

or

"I demand that this man's deranged ranting about ducks *cease*. “It is important that I heed your advice,
Patrick!”

https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/grammar/when-to-use-the-subjunctive

To form the present subjunctive

*Drop the —ent of the ils form of the present tense and add:
-e, -es, -¢, (use the imperfect form of -ions, -iez), or —ent

Fermer —ferment, ferm+

Que/qu’ je ferme, tu fermes, elle ferme, nous fermions, vous fermiez, ils ferment

Finir —finissent, finiss+

Que/qu’ je finisse, tu finisses, il finisse, nous finissions, vous finissiez, ils finissent
Descendre—descendent, descend+

Que/qu’ je descende, tu descendes, il descende, nous descendions, vous descendiez, ils descendent

Irregular verbs—étre, aller, avoir, faire, savoir, craindre, rire—look for more.

Etre aller avoir

Je nous je nous je nous
Tu vous tu vous tu vous
Elle ils elle ils elle ils
Faire savoir craindre

Je nous je nous je nous
Tu vous tu vous tu vous
Elle ils elle ils elle ils
Rire pouvoir prendre

Je nous je nous je nous
Tu vous tu vous tu vous
Elle ils elle ils elle ils

Faites “En Forme” et “Tante Lucille” en ligne.



Impersonal expressions and verbs of will and emotion

BLOC-NOTES

» Sentences calling for the subjunctive fit the pattern [main clause] + que + [subordinate
clause]. In each case, the subjects of the two clauses are different and que is used to
connect the clauses. Note that although the word that is optional in English, the word que
cannot be omitted in French.

If there is no change of subject
in the sentence, an infinitive is
used after the main verb and
que is omitted. To learn more
about using infinitives in place of
the subjunctive, see Structures
8.1, pp. 288-289.

MAIN CLAUSE
Il est étonnant que
It is surprising (that)

* The subjunctive is used after many impersonal expressions that state an opinion.

CONNECTOR SUBORDINATE CLAUSE

Thierry ne connaisse pas ses parents.
Thierry doesn’t know his parents.

Impersonal expressions followed by the subjunctive
Ce n’est pas la peine que... Il est indispensable que... /t is
It is not worth the effort... essential that. ..
Il est bon que... /tis good that... Il est nécessaire que... /f is necessary that...
Il est dommage que... /t is a shame that... Il est possible que... /f is possible that...
Il est essentiel que... /f is essential that... Il est surprenant que... If is surprising that...

The verb demander is often
used with an indirect object +
de + [infinitive).

Il est étonnant que... It is surprising that... Il faut que... One must... / Papa nous demande de rentrer
porta i Itis necessary that... avant minuit.
'.' S . Dad is asking us to come home
important that... Il vaut mieux que ... /f is better that... before midnight
* When the main clause of a sentence expresses will or emotion, use the subjunctive in the
subordinate clause.
Expressions of will Expressions of emotion
demander que... fo ask that... aimer que... folike that...
désirer que... to desire that... avoir peur que... o be afraid that... B~ =~mon: [

exiger que... fo demand that...
préférer que... to prefer that...

étre content(e) que... o be happy that...
étre désolé(e) que... fo be sorry that...

Some verbs used only in the
third person singular, including
some used in impersonal
expressions, have irregular

proposer que... fo propose that... étre étonné(e) que... fo be surprised that... present subjunctive forms.
recommander que... o recommend that... | @tre faché(e) que... to be mad that... bercrl -l
souhaiter que... to hope that... étre fier/fiére que... fo be proud that... ;:mfl’.'”m’i
suggérer que... fo suggest that... étre ravi(e) que... fo be delighted that... pleuvoir (to rain): qu'il pleuve
vouloir que... fo want that... regretter que... to regret that... sl R L

1 don't think it's worth the effort.

Notre grand-pére désire qu’on lui
rende visite cet été.

QOur grandfather wants us to visit
him this summer.

Je suis ravie que nous allions
chez notre oncle.

I'm delighted that we 're going to
our uncle’s house.

» Although the verb espérer expresses emotion, it does not trigger the subjunctive.

Jespére que le nouveau prof n’est
pas trop strict.

I hope that the new professor isn't
too strict.

Finissez (ou créez) les phrases avec un sujet, un verbe dans le subjonctif, et des détails.

Nous espérons qu’ils ont des citrons
a la supérette.

We hope they have lemons at

the mini-market.

1. Ilest bonque

2. 1l est nécessaire que

3. 1l est dommage que

4. Le professeur souhaite que
5. Jai peur que

6. Mes parents veulent que
7. Nous sommes étonnés que
8.

9.

10.




