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At one time or another, most of us have dreamed
of moving an object just with the power of our own
minds.

On Sunday afternoon, it was 5-year-old Tanner
Carlson-Huber of Bloomington who actually made
it happen.

Working with Wade Smith from the infromation
technology department at State Farm during the
Family Science Day at Illinois State University’s
Horton Fieldhouse in Normal, Tanner wore a
wireless headset and through brain activity, made

a ball rise and fall over a cushion of air with a game called Mindflex.

“When you concentrate, the ball rises and when you lose focus, it drops,” Smith said. “It’s
really the first version of direct brain to computer technology.”

It was one of more than 50 exhibits at the science fair, which attracted visitors of all ages. The
event was sponsored by the ISU Center for Mathematics, Science and Technology in
partnership with the Children’s Discovery Museum and Challenger Learning Center.

“I actually am learning a lot, too,” said Jill Thomas of Bloomington, who attended the fair with
her family.

“I’m surprised at what I did learn. There is a wide variety of science exhibits and I learned some
things about health, which is something I’m interested in. I also learned a great deal about
careers in science for women. So it’s not just the kids that are learning about things today.”

At a demonstration of angular momentum by the ISU Physics Department, Jay Ansher, the
director of educational laboratories, was impressed by the number of students seeking to
learn.

“They are all eager to learn something and curious to try out the demonstrations,” he said.
“This is a great interactive experience because the kids are able to learn in an environment
different than their normal classrooms.”

There were also several outdoor demonstrations, including NASA’s 53-foot traveling exhibit,
called the “Journey to Tomorrow.” It’s a trailer that houses eight computer kiosks that provide
a variety of NASA-developed programming. Examples include “Celebrating 100 Years of
Flight,” which highlights NASA’s contributions to the first 100 years of powered flight; “Brain
Bites,” which answers common questions about air and space travel; and a lunar landing
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simulator.

“It was really very good because it covered a lot of different areas and included some actual
moon rocks and some interactive programs for the kids,” said Jeff Donovan of Bloomington,
who toured the exhibit with his family. “This has definitely been a very educational day.”


