P462 Experimental Analysis of Behavior

Spring, 2021
Dr. Val Farmer-Dougan

Here are five questions for your first test. Each question is worth a possible 20 points. Be as detailed and specific in answering each question as you can. I would assume that answer to questions 1-4 would be approximately 2 typed pages, while the answer to question 5 should be approximately 1 page.

The test is due no later than FRIDAY, May 7th at 5 pm.
1. We have discussed a variety of theories which attempt to explain how animals and people tell which outcome is the “best” or optimal reinforcer within a given situation, including the generalized matching law, economic theories, optimization theories, behavioral momentum, etc.  We even discussed how variability could be reinforced, and how animals can learn inappropriate rules, such as with learned helplessness.  Which model do you believe best captures the essence of how animals and people optimize their rewards and punishments? Why did you choose this model?
2. We discussed several different ways to conceptualize and research stimulus control, including examining peak shift and why it might occur, matching to sample, and concept formation. How is “stimulus control” in operant conditioning similar and different to cognitive theories you have learned in your other classes? Do you believe that operant ‘stimulus control” approaches can completely explain phenomenon such as language formation, thinking, or symbol use? Why or why not (and support your answer…. remembering that I am not looking for a specific “right” answer!). 

3. Several of the articles we read suggested that animals could learn via observational learning and modeling. In order to do this, it seems that animals must have social abilities and social behavior. Why might animals learn through modeling, that is, what advantage might social modeling have for animals?
4. Do animals have cognition, or are they limited to simple operant and classical conditioning?  First, define what you mean by cognition.  Then, discuss several possible examples of animal cognition, (e.g., concept formation, spatial memory, social and observational learning, language, and reasoning).  Finally, are these examples of cognition able to be explained by behavior analysis approaches, or are cognitive theories/models required to explain such behavior? Why or why not?

5. As a result of taking this course, Experimental Analysis of Behavior, have your ideas about what behaviorists study and what modern behaviorism actually is changed? Why or why not? What was the most surprising topic or topics that you found, and why? Finally, what is the most important take home concept that you have learned from this course? 

