Psy 331-.03 Advanced Laboratory in Operant Conditioning

Fall, 2022
Dr. Val Farmer-Dougan

Test 1
Answer each of the following questions as thoroughly as possible. Be sure to support your answers with information and citations from the class readings.  Test is due NO LATER than by midnight Monday, October 24th. 
1. Define operant conditioning, including positive and negative reinforcement and positive and negative punishment.  Define clicker training. Explain why clicker training is a form of operant conditioning. Describe any advantages of clicker training over “traditional” punishment/negative reinforcement-based training.
2. Define Classical conditioning and systematic desensitization. How can this be used to treat problematic behaviors such as fear aggression in dogs? 
3. What is stimulus control? 
a. What are poisoned and faulty cues?

b. Why are these NOT a good thing when developing stimulus control. 
c. How can you fix poisoned and faulty cues to regain stimulus control?

4. In lecture we discussed at length the importance of social signals and canine communication behaviors and how dogs use these signals and behaviors to communicate to each other and to humans. Briefly describe the basic categories of these behaviors and their importance. 
5. Finally, choose EITHER the shaping question or the functional analysis question and complete the one you have chosen. 

a. Define shaping and outline the basic steps for shaping according to Karen Pryor.  Next, show me your data from a behavior shaping that you have done with your dog. Put it in a table or a graph: 

i. Define what behavior was to be shaped.

ii. Describe the steps you planned to use, and the actual steps you used so far.

iii. Graph the data that demonstrates that your dog reached fluency at each step

b. Define a functional analysis and when/where/why a functional analysis might be used. Next, explain how instruments the Dorey, et. al. scale, and the functional analysis we used in lab are all forms of a functional analysis for dogs. Using a dog you have gathered functional analysis data for, write a short report outlining the results. 

i. What was the behavior you assessed? 

ii. What was the motivating reinforcement for that behavior? How did you know?
iii. What should the dog’s pawrent do at home to change the behavior?

