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Test 2

Answer each of the following questions as thoroughly as possible (that means it should be at least a paragraph or longer; no 1 sentence answers). Be sure to support your answers with information and citations from the class readings.  Test is due NO LATER than Friday, December 2nd. The sooner you get your test to me, the sooner I can get it back so you can use it for your final paper! :>
1. Explain learned helplessness, and how it develops. Why might an understanding of learned helplessness be of great importance when working with animals? How might learned helplessness develop with shelter or rescue dogs? Can one get “rid” of learned helplessness once it has been learned? How?
2. Can dogs think? If they can, how well do they problem solve, count, or engage in other behaviors that we used to think only humans could do? How is “thinking” and showing emotions beneficial for dogs? What evidence has been used to support these benefits?

3.  We have worked with a wide variety of dogs this semester, from owned dogs to foster/rescued dogs. Some of these dogs have been abused, some of these dogs have had terrific lives from the moment they were born. All share the ability to form a social bond with humans. So…

a. What does research suggest about why humans seem so “connected” to the domestic dog? 
b. What have you learned about dog behavior that has helped you form a better understanding of human behavior? 
c. Has working with the dogs made you more empathetic or understanding of dog behavior? Of human behavior? Why or why not.
4. Choose one of the dogs you have worked with this semester. You will write a case study about the dog, using the International Association for Applied Behavior Consultants format (below). So, tell me: 

a. A description of the dog. Tell me the dog’s sex, age, breed and any important physical or psychological issues with the dog. 

b. Presenting problem: Why is the parent or foster-parent bringing the dog to class? That is, what is the behavioral issue and what is their hoped outcome for the dog?

c. History. Describe the developmental history of the dog. When did the parents adopt or begin to foster the dog? What did the parents report as to the upbringing and early experiences of the dog? Provide as much information as you can and note where information that might be important is missing. 

d. Behavioral history and/or functional analysis. Describe the ABC’s of the problem behavior: The Antecedents (what are the setting conditions that seem to elicit the behavior), the Behavior(s) (what does the dog do in that situation or situations?) and the consequences (what did the parents do when the behaviors occurred? How did the dog react? What reinforcers or punishers did the dog get (even unintended ones)?  

e. Evaluation: If you have a functional analysis, you can include this. If not, describe how you went about evaluating your dog.

f. Finally, what is the behavior plan you developed and include any data taken thus far (in a graph or table): What did you attempt to teach the dog? Why? How did it help with the presenting problem, and how far did you get?  
5. What has been the most important thing you have learned about behavior analysis (and training your dog during our labs and/or your pet) and why will this help you in your future career?
